eo        Memoirs of Alexander Iswolsky
upon Admiral Birileff, Russian Minister of Marine, who
harper.ed to be on board the Pole Star as a guest. The
old*sailor, entirely unversed in matters pertaining to
foreign politic*, was summoned at the last moment and
did not hesitate to set his hand to a document of whose
contents he was not even afforded any knowledge; ia
fact, cae of the persons in the Czar's suite told me that,
while Admiral Birileff was writing his name at the foot
of the page, the upper part was covered by the Emperor's
hand* \\Tien the Admiral was interrogated by Count
Larnsdorif afterwards, he declared that if he should
find himself in the same position a second time he would
do the same, considering that his duty as an officer of
the navy obliged him to obey without question any order
given him by his Sovereign Lord.
Now, after having reviewed the circumstances attend-
ing the conclusion of the treaty of Bjorkoe, if one
examines the text thereof with due care, one cannot but
be convinced that Emperor Nicholas never dreamed of
entering into an alliance hostile to France and, conse-
seqiiently, there can be no question of treason on his
part. It is true that the first article of the treaty pro-
vides that " if any European State attacks either one of
the two Empires, the allied party engages to aid his co-con-
tractor with all his forces on land and sea " ; the imper-
fect phrasing of this article, if construed without regard to
the context, might perhaps warrant the supposition that
in case of an aggression by France against Germany,
Russia would be bound to take the side of the latter
Power, but such an interpretation is rendered absolutely
impossible by the tenor of Article 4 of the same treaty,
according to which Russia was to take the necessary steps
to acquaint France with the terms of the treaty as soon
at it was in force, and to propose that France adhere to